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This  report  a ims to make publ ishing industry  data in  the

Phi l ippines avai lable to the user  community and highl ight  the

chal lenges of  the National  L ibrary of  the Phi l ippines (NLP)  in

report ing consistent  and comparable data.  

 

The report  presents  publ ishing stat ist ics  f rom the fol lowing sources:  a)

INS-POAS;  b)  Legal  Deposits ;  c )  Copyr ight  Registrat ion;  d)  Cataloging- in-

Publ icat ion;  and e)  Users  Stat ist ics  of  NLP.  The INS-POAS is  an onl ine

database for  appl icat ion of  the Internat ional  Standard Book Number

( ISBN),  Internat ional  Standard Ser ia l  Number ( ISSN),  and Internat ional

Standard Music  Number ( ISMN) managed and administered by

Bibl iographic  Serv ices  Div is ion and Information Technology Div is ion

( ITD).  The Legal  Deposits  stat ist ics  compi led by the Col lect ion

Development Div is ion (CDD),  Copyr ight  Registrat ion is  f rom the

Copyr ight  Sect ion of  the Research and Publ icat ions Div is ion (RPD),  and

the Cataloging- in-Publ icat ion is  f rom Catalog Div is ion.

The NLP’s  long-term object ive is  to  compi le  consistent  and comparable

data to enable decis ion making and help stakeholders  in  monitor ing the

performance of  the publ ishing industry  in  the country  over  t ime.  

Let  us  a lso be reminded that  having an ISBN,  ISSN,  ISMN, Copyr ight

Registrat ion,  CIP  and Legal  Deposits  does not  guarantee the qual i ty  of

works  being publ ished in  our  country,  thus,  Publ ishers  have their  own

screening cr i ter ia  for  their  publ icat ions.  Publ ishers ,  and the publ isher  is

the group,  organizat ion,  company or  indiv idual  who is  responsible  for

in it iat ing the product ion of  a  part icular  publ icat ion.  Normal ly ,  the

publ isher  is  a lso the person or  body who bears  the cost  or  f inancia l  r isk

in  making a  product  avai lable.

INTRODUCTION
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Every effort  has  been made to compi le  stat ist ics  based on the same

def in it ions in  order  to  fac i l i tate the comparison.  However,  care should

be exerc ised when interpret ing the data,  as  some data points  are

incomplete and part ia l .  Col lect ing and integrat ing data,  as  they are

avai lable,  even inconsistent  and incomplete to organize the process  in

an incremental  way which a l lows to produce relevant  prel iminary

f indings  and provide sound foundat ions.

 

This  report  wi l l  prove to be a  useful  source of  information for  the

publ ishing industry  in  the Phi l ippines.  

2022 REPORT
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Year
Total Number of ISBN

issued

Percentage Increase /
Decrease to the following

year

2017 7,671 3.69%

2018 7,954 -72.21%

2019 2,210 194.57%

2020 6,510 45.88%

2021 9,497 4.12%

2022 9,889

International  Standard Book Number ( ISBN) is  an international ly

recognized system whereby code numbers  are ass igned to books

for  easy identi f icat ion and speedy exchange of  information among

publ ishers  and al l  segments  of  the book industry  and al l ied

sectors.  Specif ical ly ,  i t  is  a  unique and unchangeable code number

assigned to one t i t le ,  one binding or  edit ion of  a  publ ished work.

 

An ISBN is  not  mandatory,  and does not  convey any form of  legal  or

provide copyr ight  protect ion on a  work.  I t  i s  essent ia l ly  a  product

ident i f ier  used by publ ishers ,  booksel lers ,  l ibrar ies ,  internet  retai lers

and other  supply  chain part ic ipants  for  order ing,  l i s t ing,  sa les  records

and stock control  purposes.  The ISBN ident i f ies  the registrant  as  wel l  as

the speci f ic  t i t le ,  edit ion and format.

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD 
BOOK NUMBER (ISBN)

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 1:  ISBNS IN THE PHILIPPINES, FROM 2017 – 2022

As reported in  the The Global  Publ ishing Industry  in  2020,  total  of
ISBNs registered is  181,028*.  



Region Applications Received

BARMM 6

CAR 126

NCR 5975

Region 1 168

Region 2 345

Region 3 539

Region 4A 666

Region 4B 12

Region 5 122

Region 6 231

Region 7 327

Region 8 90

Region 9 6

Region 10 54

Region 11 136

Region 12 34

Region 13 20

No mentioned of Region 1,033

Total 9,889

*Stat ist ics  are bel ieved by the re levant  ISBN Agency (Nat ional  L ibrary
of  the Phi l ippines)  to  be poss ibly  underest imated,  especia l ly  in  terms
of  the l i fet ime f igures,  owing to no or  insuff ic ient  data.

According to the Total  Number of  ISBNs issued,  the largest
percentage increase is  in  2020 (194.57%) and largest  decrease is  in
the year  2019 ( -72.21%).

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 2.  TOTAL NUMBER OF REGISTERED PUBLISHERS BY 
                REGION, 2022

According to the total  number of  registered publ ishers  by region,  the
largest  number of  registrat ions are from NCR (60.42%),  fo l lowed by
Region 4A (6.73%) and Region 3 (5.45%).  I t  i s  a lso good to note that
1,033 (10.44%) did not  mention in  their  appl icat ions their  region.  



Language No. of Issued

Arabic 1

Ayangan 1

Bicol / Bikol 4

Bisaya / Binisaya 5

Capampangan / Kapampangan 5

Filipino / Tagalog 598

English 466

French 1

Kinaray-a 7

German 1

Japanese 2

Minasbate / Masbatenyo 2

Filipino - English 35

Ilocano 1

Iloco 1

Kankanaey 1

English/Spanish/Filipino 1

English-Cebuano 1

Ibaloy 1

Kalanguya 1

English-Mandarin 1

English-Latin 1

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 3.  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISBN REGISTRATIONS 
                BY LANGUAGE

According to the Number of  ISBN Registrat ions by Language,  the
largest  number is  in  F i l ip ino /  Tagalog (598) ,  fo l lowed by Engl ish (466)
and F i l ip ino-Engl ish (35) .



Format No. of Issued

Printed 5495

Audiobook 6

Epub 1184

CD/DVD 13

PDF 1226

VCD 8

Flashcards 3

Digital Onsite and Apps 13

Kit 2

Mixed-media 6

MOBI/Kindle 62

Others 1,871

Total 9,889

Main Classes No. of Issued

000 – Computer science, information and
general works

715

100 – Philosophy and psychology 76

200 – Religion 484

300 – Social sciences 766

400 – Languages 700

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 4.  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISBN REGISTRATIONS BY FORMAT

The largest  number of  ISBN Registrat ions by Format is  pr inted
(55.57%);  fo l lowed by PDF (12.40%) and Epub (11.97%).  18.95% of
ISBN Registrat ions are in  others ,  which inc ludes stapled,  r ing bind,
newsprint  and others.  

TABLE 5.  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISBN REGISTRATIONS BY SUBJECT /  
      MAIN CLASS OF DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION



Main Classes No. of Issued

500 – Science 770

600 – Technology 115

700 – Arts and recreation 235

800 – Literature 568

900 – History and geography 115

Category No. of Issued

Children’s book 743

Textbook educational materials 4,273

Trade books 3,706

No mentioned 1,167

Total 9,889

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 6.  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISBN REGISTRATIONS BY CATEGORY

According to the category,  records found that  there are three (3)
categor ies  ident i f ied per  ISBN approved appl icat ions.  Chi ldren’s
book (7.5%),  textbook educat ional  mater ia ls  (43.21%) and trade
books (37.48%).  Based on our  records,  11.80% did not  mention the
category of  their  publ icat ions.  



Status of Application No. of Frequency

Approved 7,943

Denied 914

Pending 1,032

Total 9,889

Reason No. of Frequency

Non-attachment of the title and copyright page /
Incomplete requirements

26

Discrepancy / inconsistencies in information
provided

444

Not qualified for ISBN 23

Duplicate application / has previously assigned ISBN 58
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As to the status  of  appl icat ions for  ISBN,  80.32% was approved,
9.24% was denied due to reasons shown in  Table 8,  whi le  10.44%
is  pending,  wait ing for  addit ional  requirements,  they are g iven
seven (7)  working days  to comply the requirements  before their
appl icat ions be denied

TABLE 7 .  FREQUENCY OF STATUS OF APPLICATION 

TABLE 8.  FREQUENCY OF REASONS FOR DENIAL /  PENDING 
                OF ISBN APPLICATIONS 

The largest  number of  ISBN appl icat ions being denied /  pending is  due
to the discrepancy /  inconsistencies  in  information provided,  fo l lowed
by dupl icate appl icat ion /  has  previously  ass igned ISBN and non-
attachment of  the t i t le  and copyr ight  page /  Incomplete requirements.
I t  i s  observed that  most  appl icat ions should be appl ied for  ISSN
instead of  ISBN.  
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The fol lowing Publ ishers  had the most  number of  ISBN appl icat ions in

alphabet ical  order:

● 8Letters  Bookstore and Publ ishing

● Acts  29 Publ ishing

● Bureau of  Agr iculture and F isher ies  Standards

● C&E Publ ishing,  Inc.

● Central  Book Supply,  Inc.

● Diwa Learning Systems,  Inc.

● Pinagpala  Publ ishing Services

● Phoenix  Publ ishing House,  Inc.

● Rex Book Store,  Inc.

● S ibs  Publ ishing House,  Inc.  

Most Number of ISBN Applications

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD SERIAL
NUMBER ( ISSN)

International  Standard Ser ial  Number ( ISSN) is  an international

identi f ier  for  ser ia ls  and continuing resources in  the electronic  and

print  worlds.  I t  can be ass igned to any ser ia l  or  continuing resource

whether  past ,  present  or  to be publ ished in  the foreseeable future

whatever  the medium of  product ion (e.g.  pr int ,  onl ine,  CD-ROM,

etc.) .

 

An ISSN is  not  mandatory,  and does not  convey any form of  legal  or

provide copyr ight  protect ion on a  work.



Region Applications Received Issued

BARMM 4 1

CAR 14 6

NCR 342 152

Region 1 54 22

Region 2 65 38

Region 3 208 68

Region 4A 116 44

Region 4B 5 3

Region 5 32 18

Region 6 117 63

Region 7 24 12

Region 8 31 27

Region 9 11 5

Region 10 60 28

Region 11 27 10

Region 12 19 6

Region 13 23 13

Total 1152 516

2022 REPORT

The highest  number of  appl icat ions received came from NCR
(29.68%);  fo l lowed by Region 3 (18.05%),  Region 6 (10.15%) and
Region 4A (10.06%).  The same ranking is  with the issuance of
ISSN,  NCR (29.46%);  Region 3 (13.18%);  Region 6 (12.21%) and
Region 4A (8.52%).  

Of  these appl icat ions received,  only  44.79% were g iven or
issued an ISSN due to the reasons shown in  Table 13.  

I t  was a lso observed the di f ference between the appl icat ions
received and issued ISSNs.  Percentage of  approval  are the
fol lowing,  NCR (44.44%),  Region 3 (32.69%),  Region 6 (53.85%)
and Region 4A (37.93%).  

TABLE 9.  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISSN APPLICATIONS 
                RECEIVED AND ISSUED BY REGION

10National  L ibrary  of  the  Phi l ippines



Format No. of Issued

Print 285

Online 231

Total 516

Frequency No. of Issued

Annual 209

Bi-ennial 5

Bi-monthly 31

Daily 1

Irregular 2

Monthly 50

Quarterly 81

Quinquennial (every 5 years) 2

Semestral 1

Semi-annual (Bi-annual) 125

Sexennial 5

Triannual 2

Weekly 2

Total 516

2022 REPORT

According to the Number of  ISSN Registrat ions by Format
55.23% is  pr int  and 44.77% is  onl ine.  

TABLE10.  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISSN REGISTRATIONS BY FORMAT

TABLE 1 1 .  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISSN REGISTRATIONS BY FREQUENCY

1 1National  L ibrary  of  the  Phi l ippines

According to Frequency of  ISSN appl icat ions /  registrat ion the
largest  number is  annual  (40.50%),  fo l lowed by semi-annual  (B i -
annual)  (24.22%) and quarter ly  (15.70%).



Language No. of Issued

English 426

English and Filipino 66

English, local vernacular with English Translation 2

Filipino 8

Hiligaynon /Kinaray-a/ Aklanon/ Filipino/ English 1

Iloko 1

Multilingual 7

English / Chinese 1

English, Ilokano 2

English, Filipino and other Philippine languages 1

English, Filipino, Kapampangan 1

Total 516

2022 REPORT

TABLE 12 .  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISSN REGISTRATIONS BY LANGUAGE
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According to languages used in  the publ icat ion issued with ISSN,
the largest  number is  Engl ish (82.56%),  fo l lowed by Engl ish and
Fi l ip ino (12.79%) and F i l ip ino (1.55%).  

TABLE 13.  FREQUENCY OF REASONS FOR DENIAL OF 
                 ISSN APPLICATIONS 

Reason No. of Frequency

Non-attachment of mock copy of the
publication

13

Discrepancy / inconsistencies in information
provided

481

Not qualified for ISSN 4

Duplicate application / has previously assigned
ISSN

36

Incomplete requirements 48
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The largest  number of  ISSN appl icat ions being denied /  pending
is  due to the discrepancy /  inconsistencies  in  information
provided,  fo l lowed by incomplete requirements  and dupl icate
appl icat ion /  has  previously  been ass igned with ISSN.

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD MUSIC
NUMBER ( ISMN)

International  Standard Music  Number ( ISMN) is  a  unique 13-digit

number for  the identi f icat ion of  a l l  pr inted and digital  music

publ icat ions i .e.  notated music  such as  scores,  vocal  scores,  sheet

music ,  and anthologies  of  music ,  music  part  or  separate parts  for  a

part icular  instrumentation from a specif ic  publ isher  or  producer.  I t  is

compatible  with the international  EAN-13 digit  barcode,  an

international ly  recognized system whereby code numbers  are

assigned to faci l i tate international  cooperat ion and information

exchange.

 

The ISMN is  used to ident i fy  publ icat ions of  notated music ,  whether

avai lable  for  sa le,  h ire,  grat is  or  for  copyr ight  purposes only.

 

The ass ignment of  an ISMN to a  publ icat ion of  notated music ,  shal l  not

imply  any meaning or  value as  legal  ev idence with regard to the

ownership of  r ights  to  that  publ icat ion.



Region Applications Received Issued

NCR 4 2

Region 2 1 1

Region 3 3 0

Region IVA 3 0

Region 13 2 1

Total 13 4

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 14.  TOTAL NUMBER OF ISMN REGISTRATIONS BY REGION,  2022

According to the total  number of  ISMN appl icat ions received by
region,  the largest  number is  NCR (30.77%),  fo l lowed by Region 3
and IVA (23.08%) and Region 13 (15.38%).  

Of  the above-mentioned appl icat ions only  four  (4)  were issued
and these are from NCR,  Region 2 and Region 13.  

UTILIZATION OF NLP RESOURCES

Uti l izat ion of  NLP resources refers  to the reported use of  information

sources in  the l ibrary by users  which includes students,  researchers,

professors,  etc.  I t  involves the frequency of  use of  the borrowing of

books and i t  is  generated through the KOHA Integrated L ibrary

System. 



Main Classes No. of Utilized

000 – Computer science, information and general
works

597

100 – Philosophy and psychology 463

200 – Religion 397

300 – Social sciences 8929

400 – Languages 761

500 – Science 972

600 – Technology 3163

700 – Arts and recreation 796

800 – Literature 1039

900 – History and geography 1775

Total 18,892

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 15.  TOTAL NUMBER OF UTILIZED RESOURCES BY SUBJECT /  
                 MAIN CLASS OF DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 
                 IN NLP

According to the total  number of  ut i l i zed resources  by subject  /
main c lass  of  Dewey Decimal  C lass i f icat ion in  NLP,  the largest
number is  Socia l  Sc iences (47.26%),  fo l lowed by Technology
(16.74%) and History  and Geography (9.39%).

LEGAL DEPOSITS

Per sect ion 2 of  the Decree on Legal  and Cultural  Deposit  (PD 812)  (a)

Within one month from the date of  any pr inted book,  as  this  term is

def ined herein,  is  f i rst  del ivered out  of  the press,  the publ isher  of

such book shal l  furnish,  free of  charge and in  the same f inish as  the

best  copies  of  produced,  two copies  thereof  to the National  L ibrary.”



Types No. of Titles No. of Volumes

Books 987 1860

Serials 983 12784

eResources 365 377

CDs / DVDs 7 7

Total 2,342 15,028

2022 REPORT
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TABLE 16.  TOTAL NUMBER OF LEGAL DEPOSIT BY TYPES   
                  OF RESOURCES

According to the total  number of  legal  deposits  received by NLP
by types of  resources,  the largest  number in  terms of  number of
t i t les  is  Books (42.14%),  fo l lowed by Ser ia ls  (41.97%) and
eResources  (15.58%).

In  terms of  number of  volumes,  the largest  number is  Ser ia ls
(85.08%),  fo l lowed by Books (12.38%) and eResources  (2.50%).

CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION

Cataloging in  Publ icat ion (CIP)  is  a  voluntary service offered free of

charge to Phi l ippine publ ishers  by the National  L ibrary of  the

Phi l ippines (NLP)  through its  Catalog Divis ion.  I ts  purpose is  to

produce standardized bibl iographic  descr ipt ions for  forthcoming

Phi l ippine publ icat ions.  Once the cataloging is  complete,  publ ishers

wil l  receive an emai l  in  the form of  CIP.  Below is  the example:
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I t  should be pr inted on the copyr ight  page or  on the back of  the t i t le
page of  the book.  CIP  created by Catalog Div is ion appear  in  the
Phi l ippine Nat ional  B ibl iography (PNB)  avai lable  at
http://116.50.242.173/ or  at  http://web.nlp.gov.ph/nlp/?q=node/9938

TABLE 17 .  TOTAL NUMBER OF RESOURCES PROVIDED WITH CIP 
                 BY SUBJECT /  MAIN CLASS OF DEWEY DECIMAL 
                 CLASSIFICATION

Main Classes No. of CIPs

000 – Computer science, information and general works 12

100 – Philosophy and psychology  8

200 – Religion 15

300 – Social sciences 45

400 – Languages 16

500 – Science 13

600 – Technology  17

700 – Arts and recreation 25

800 – Literature 112

900 – History and geography 25

Total 288

http://116.50.242.173/
http://web.nlp.gov.ph/nlp/?q=node/9938
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According to the total  number of  resources  provided with CIP by
Subject  /  Main Class  of  Dewey Decimal  C lass i f icat ion,  the largest
number is  L i terature (38.89%),  fo l lowed by Socia l  Sc ience
(5.20%) and both Arts  and recreat ion and History  and Geography
(8.68%).

Excluded from CIP are the fol lowing:  Books that  are a lready
publ ished;  Repr ints  where the imprint ,  publ isher,  content  and
format are unchanged;  School  mater ia l  at  the e lementary and
secondary levels  such as  student  texts  and teachers’  resources;
Audio-v isual  mater ia ls  inc luding mixed media.  Examples,  Videos,
DVD’s ,  audio cd’s ,  k i ts ;  Computer  f i les/  programs.  Examples:  CD-
ROMS,  computer  d isk,  websites;  E lectronic  vers ions of  books;
Microforms;  Music  scores.  Examples,  Songbooks,  music
col lect ions,  etc . ;  Ser ia ls  or  Per iodicals .  Examples,  magazines,
journals ,  annuals  and other  publ icat ions issued regular ly  under
the same t i t le ;  Repr int  of  a  previously  publ ished ser ia l  i ssue;
Travel  guides;  Ephemeral  or  consumable mater ia ls .  Examples:
trade catalogs,  color ing books,  comics,  wr it ing books,  cut-out
books,  chi ldren's  books;  Gi ft  books.  Examples,  I l lustrated
col lect ions of  inspirat ional ,  humorous verse,  sayings  or
quotat ions and Maps,  wal l  charts .

COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION

Copyright  is  a  form of  intel lectual  property r ight  and refers  to the

legal  term used to descr ibe the r ights  that  creators  have over  their

l i terary and art ist ic  works.

 

Copyright  covers  l i terary and art ist ic  works,  which is  understood to

include every or ig inal  work of  authorship regardless  of  art ist ic  or

l i terary merit .

 

Works covered by copyright  include but  are not  l imited to l i terary

works such as  novels ,  poems,  and plays;  newspaper art ic les;  f i lms

and televis ion programs;  letters;  art ist ic  works including paint ings,

sculptures,  drawings,  and photographs;  architecture;  computer

programs;  and advert isements,  maps,  and technical  drawings.



CLASSIFICATIONS
NUMBER OF

APPLICATIONS 

A - Books, pamphlets, articles and other writings 2923

B - Periodicals and newspaper 46

C - Lectures, sermons, addresses, dissertations for oral delivery,
whether or not reduced in writing or other material form

15

D - Letters  

E - Dramatic or dramatico-musical compositions; choreographic
works or entertainment in dumb shows 

11

F - Musical compositions with or without words 347

G - Works of drawing, painting, architecture, sculpture,
engraving, lithography of other works of arts, model or design
for works of arts

52

H - Original ornamental designs, or models for articles of
manufacture, whether or not registrable as an industrial designs
and other works of applied art

12

I - Illustrations maps, plans, sketches, charts and three-
dimensional work relative to geography, topography,
architecture or science

19

J - Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or technical
character

5

K - Photographic works including works produced by a process
analogous to photography, lantern slide

34

L - Audiovisual works and cinematographic works produced by a
process analogous to cinematography or any process for making
audio-visual recordings

527

M - Pictorial illustrations and advertisements 47

N - Computer programs 186

O - Other literary, scholarly, scientific and artistic works 3853

P - Sound recordings 10

Q - Broadcast recordings 4

Total 8091
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TABLE 18.  TOTAL NUMBER OF COPYRIGHT APPLICATIONS 
                  RECEIVED BY CLASSIFICATIONS
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According to the total  number of  copyr ight  appl icat ions
received by c lass i f icat ions,  the largest  number of  appl icat ions is
Other  l i terary,  scholar ly ,  sc ient i f ic  and art ist ic  works  (47.62%),
fol lowed by Books,  pamphlets ,  art ic les  and other  writ ings
(36.13%) and Audiovisual  works  and c inematographic  works
produced by a  process  analogous to c inematography or  any
process  for  making audio-v isual  recordings  (6.51%).

MOST NUMBER OF COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION
APPLICATIONS

The fol lowing had the most  number of  Copyright  

Registrat ions,  a lphabetical ly  arranged:

● Adamson Univers ity

● Batangas State Univers ity

● Benguet State Univers ity

● Caneo 

● Laguna State Univers ity

● Polytechnic  Univers ity  of  the Phi l ippines -  Sta.  Mesa,  Mani la

● Precious Pages

● Rex Book Store,  Inc.

● Vibal  Publ ishing

● Viva
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