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Getting your Library Future Ready :

Innovation and Creativity In Library Programs and Services
For Children and Young Adult Libraries
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“THE ILLITERATE OF
THE 21ST CENTURY
WILL NOT BE THOSE
WHO CANNOT READ

AND WRITE, BUT
THOSE WHO

CANNOT LEARN,
UNLEARN,

AND RELEARN.”

~ALVIN TOFFLER
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Libraries are no
longer places
collecting and
lending books -
these days are over.
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21st Century Library Customers

Digital Fugitive:

Digital Immigrant:

Digital Native:

Not a digital
immigrant, avoids
technology in
favor of a brick &
mortar traditional
library, the original
20th Century
patron.

35 million +

Great Generation,
Silent Generation
(65 & over)

Did not grow up
with digital
technology, but has
learned to use it,
and integrate it into
their life as
necessary.

45 million + GenX

(46 to 29),

60 million + Baby
Boomers (64 & under)

Grew up learning
digital technology,
and has become
dependant on it
as anintegral
part of their life.

75 million +
Millennials (GenY)
(29 & under)

What
are
Future
Ready
Skills?

Future Ready, or 21 St
Century Skills, are skills
that people use to

participate

, engage,

and enable people to
thrive inthe 21 st

century.
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Foundational Literacies
How students apply core skills
to everyday tasks

O» Literacy

O» Numeracy
O» Scientific Literacy
O» Digital Literacy
O» Financial Literacy

O » Cultural/Civic
Literacy

Competencies
How students approach
complex challenges

@ » Critical Thinking
O » Creativity
O » Communication
O » Collaboration

Character Qualities

How students approach their

changing environment

O » Curiosity
O » Initiative
» Persistence/Grit

» Adaptability

O » Leadership

O » Social / Cultural
Awareness
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Unleashing
the
Instructional
leadership of
librarians to
foster Future
Ready
schools

Two guiding questions to
Future Ready Librarians :

1. How can librarians and
libraries support Future
Ready schools?

2. How can librarians and
libraries become more
Future Ready?
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