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Council for the Welfare of Children

CWC is the focal inter-agency body of the Philippines on all the 

plans, policies, and programs on children.

Executive Order No. 233, s. 1987

The Council for the Welfare of Children shall have

the following powers and responsibilities:

(b) Formulate an integrated national policy and

long-range programs, monitor and evaluate the

implementation of this policy, and all programs and

services relative to the development of the general

welfare and protection of the best interests of

children and youth;

CWC Board
The Council shall be composed of the following members or their duly 

designated representatives:

There are also ex-officio members (CHR and the PCOO), 

two (2) private individuals, and one (1) child sector representative.
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CWC Structures
All of the structures of the CWC report to the Technical Management Group

which screens all policies and documents for endorsement to the Council 

Board.

It provides direction to 

various sub-

committees and 

recommend 

project/programs/polici

es on child protection.

COMMITTEE ON 

CHILDREN IN NEED OF 

SPECIAL PROTECTION
It responds to the 

special needs of 

children and young 

people, particularly 

those at risk of HIV by 

transforming the AMTP 

into action, as well as 

other plans.

COMMITTEE ON 

CHILDREN AND 

HIV/AIDS

COMMITTEE ON 

FAMILY AND 

ALTERNATIVE 

PARENTAL CARE
It responds to 

issues and 

concerns on 

children involving 

adoption, migrant 

workers, foster care, 

among others.

CWC Structures
All of the structures of the CWC report to the Technical Management Group

which screens all policies and documents for endorsement to the Council 

Board.

It primarily advocates the 

participation of child and 

youth on all activities 

involving them.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

ON CHILD AND YOUTH 

PARTICIPATION

It is concerned with the 

activities concerning 

advocacy, especially the 

conduct of the National 

Children’s Month.

NATIONAL STEERING 

COMMITTEE FOR CHILD 

RIGHTS ADVOCACY

NATIONAL NETWORK TO 

END VIOLENCE AGAINST 

CHILDREN

It is the national structure 

which aims to eradicate all 

forms of violence and 

exploitation against 

children.
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Definition of a Child
A child refers to person below eighteen (18) years of age or 

those over but are unable to fully take care of themselves or 

protect themselves from abuse, neglect, cruelty, exploitation or 

discrimination because of a physical or mental disability or 

condition

Four Core Rights of the Child

Survival

1 2

3 4

based on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

Development

Protection Participation
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Right to Development

"State parties shall ensure to the maximum extend possible the 

survival and development of the child.”

These are rights to the resources, skills and
contributions necessary for the survival and full

development of the child. They include rights to

adequate food, shelter, clean water, formal

education, primary health care, leisure and
recreation, cultural activities and information

about their rights. These rights require not only

the existence of the means to fulfill the rights but

also access to them. Specific articles address the
needs of child refugees, children with disabilities

and children of minority or indigenous groups.

Libraries and the Right to Development

Children’s libraries equip children with lifelong learning and 

literacy skills, enabling them to participate and contribute to the 

community. The links between literacy and social and economic 

outcomes cannot be overemphasized.

They have a special responsibility to support the process of 

learning to read and to give children access to all media. They 

empower children and advocate for their freedom and safety. They 

encourage children to become confident and competent people. 

They give children their first experience of being a citizen in their 

own right. 
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Libraries in the Philippines
Context and Background

National Library of the Philippines
The National Library of the Philippines (Filipino: Pambansang 

Aklatan ng Pilipinas or Aklatang Pambansa ng Pilipinas, abbreviated 

NLP) is the official national library of the Philippines. 

Republic Act 7743 or the Philippine Library Law

was enacted on June 17, 1994.

• It provides for the establishment of congressional, city,

municipal libraries and barangay reading centers

throughout the country.

• It aims to promote the moral/intellectual well-being of

people, elevate literacy level of every Filipino.

• It recognizes the vital role of knowledge and information in

nation-building.
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Are LGUs required to have libraries?

Under RA 7743, the National Library in coordination with DILG 

shall undertake establishment of additional public library to 

serve congressional districts. 

Barangay reading centers are public libraries located, 

established and maintained by the barangay 

In the Presidential Award for Child-

Friendly Municipalities and Cities 

Evaluation Tool, it is advocated that 

there shall be a presence of a public 

library in all LGUs and reading hubs in all 

barangays.
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It is also advocated that 

libraries shall have their own 

child protection policies.

Child Protection Policy

• The Child Protection Policy provides for the 

establishment of child friendly spaces.

• The CWC continues its advocacy for the 

adoption of the child protection policy by other 

stakeholders.
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Child Protection Policy

Best interests of 

the child

1 2

3 4

The Child Protection Policy shall be guided by the following principles 

based on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child:

Right to life, 

survival, and 

development

Non-

discrimination
Participation

Child Friendly Spaces

It refers to a place of condition that provides children

- A safe place to play or stay, and away from any form of 

hazards like open canal, streets or highway

- A venue to participate for structured or any form of 

child-friendly activities such as story-telling, drawing and 

others
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Minimum guidelines for 

CFS in libraries

• Although the space allocated for a CFS will greatly depend on

what is available and what is appropriate, the prescribed area is

1m2 per child.

• The CFS shall have easy access to toilets and other WASH

facilities.

• Ensure that the CFS is accessible to children with disabilities

and that the library is compliant to Batas Pambansa 344,

otherwise known as the Accessibility Law.

• There should also be a secure area for the first aid kit for

children.

• Raise awareness about child protection issues within the 

organization.

• Prevent child abuse from happening.

• Ensure reporting of concern or case.

• Ensure appropriate response to reported concern or case.

How can you promote a 

Child Friendly Library?
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Libraries as Child-

Friendly Spaces

NBS-VAC 2015

This study is the first ever national study on violence against 

children in the Philippines.

Introduction

This study was a nation-wide research using

quantitative and qualitative designs that aimed to

gather national epidemiological data on violence
against children experienced in a range of

situations and locations. It also included a

stakeholders’ qualitative analysis that sought to identify

the factors that facilitate or impede a more effective
implementation of VAC programs in the local level and

under a devolved setting.
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Violence happens even in the 

communities.

National Baseline Study on Violence Against Children (2015)
Prevalence of the Different Forms of VAC (below 18 years)

Forms of Violence
Over-all

(Percent)

Physical Violence 66.3

Psychological Violence 59.2

Sexual Violence 17.1

Bullying 65.0

Cyber Violence 43.8

Witnessed Physical Violence at 

Home
41.9

Witnessed Psychological Violence 

at Home
62.5
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Key NBS-VAC 

Results

3 in 5 children 

experience 

physical 

violence, with 

more than half of 

this happening at 

home.

Most common 

cases of violence 

at home are 

corporal 

punishment 

committed by 

parents and 

siblings.

3 in 5 children 

experience 

psychological 

violence; in the 

forms of verbal 

abuse, threats, or 

neglect.

Key NBS-VAC 

Results

1 in 5 children 

below age 18 

have 

experienced 

sexual violence 

while growing up.

Common 

perpetrators of 

sexual violence 

are brothers or 

cousins.

2 in 5 children 

experience 

violence online, 

whether sexual 

violence or 

cyber-bullying.
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3 in 5 children experience physical

violence, which is most prevalent at

the homes. Most common cases of

violence at home are corporal

punishment committed by parents and

siblings

PHYSICAL 
VIOLENCE

Major Findings
Overall, 3,866 children and youth aged 13-24 years from 172 

barangays in 17 regions of the country, participated in this survey.

1

3 in 5 children experience

psychological violence; in the form of

verbal abuse, threats or neglect which

also commonly happen in the home

(38.1%) & in school (32.9%).

PSYCHOLOGICAL

VIOLENCE2

1 in 5 children below age 18 have

experienced sexual violence while

growing up. Common perpetrators of

sexual violence are brothers or

cousins.

SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE3

2 in 5 children experience

violence online, whether

sexual violence or cyber-

bullying.

CYBER
VIOLENCE4

More than half experienced at least

2 types of abuse. The estimated total

prevalence of violence against children

among males was 81.5 percent and

78.4 percent among females.

PREVALENCE 
OF VIOLENCE5

66% 59% 17%

44%

There are various identified structural

drivers of violence: high poverty,

unemployment, societal norms, poor

child protection system, environmental

background, among others.

DRIVERS OF 
VIOLENCE

PPAEVAC ’17’-22
The PPAEVAC is a concrete manifestation of the Philippine 

government’s commitment to reduce the prevalence of violence

against children.

What is the PPAEVAC?

It is part of the government’s obligation to

build a safe, caring, and protective

environment for all children in the country

that is free from violence. It is consistent with

the Child 21 and the 3rd NPAC. It is also

coherent with 3 SDG targets on violence.
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Child

21

The PPAEVAC is consistent with the Child 21 

which was less a plan of action and more of a 

vision and strategy document that clearly laid out 

the strategic framework for approaching planning 

efforts geared towards children. 

Coherence of the PPAEVAC to 

Three (3) Sustainable Development Goals

Target 16.2: End abuse, exploitation, trafficking, and all forms of violence

against and torture of children.

Target 5.2: Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the

public and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of

exploitation.

Target 16.1: Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates

everywhere.
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The PPAEVAC Framework
What does the PPAEVAC framework say?

• VAC is caused by different factors at different levels, including the 

communities.

• Preventing VAC means addressing all factors at different levels.

• It is required that an array of strategies and interventions be used.

• It is imperative that a multi-sectoral / multi-stakeholder approach be applied.

• There is a need for all relevant departments to work together.

• There must be an ACTION from the highest level of government to influence 

policy, programming, and budget.

PPAEVACStrategic Framework of the
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Key 

Results 

Area

Demand Side Supply Side Enabling Side

Guided by the 

Theory of 

Change, we will 

be able to end 

violence against 

children in the 

Philippines if we 

are able to 

establish six (6) 

specific 

pre-conditions 

or key result 

areas.

Parents and caregivers are 

aware of and practicing 

evidence-based parenting skills 

and positive discipline towards 

building a safe, nurturing and 

protective environment.

LEAD AGENCY

Department of Social Welfare 

and Development

Appropriate and quality protective, 

social, mental, health, legal, 

economic, and judicial services 

are in place and are accessible to 

the victims of VAC and that 

violence and trauma are 

prevented from recurring.

LEAD AGENCIES

Department of Justice

Department of Social Welfare and 

Development

All VAC related laws are in-

place and are effectively 

enforced.

LEAD AGENCY

Council for the Welfare of 

Children

Children and adolescents 

demonstrate personal skills in 

managing risks, protecting 

themselves from violence, 

reporting their experiences of 

violence, and seeking 

professional help when needed.

LEAD AGENCY

Department of Education

Well-developed and effectively 

managed Monitoring and 

Evaluation system for the 

PPAEVAC is in place.

LEAD AGENCIES

Council for the Welfare of Children

Department of Health

Multi-stakeholder child 

protection structures and 

systems at the national, 

provincial, municipal, city, and 

barangay levels are 

operational and effectively 

functioning.

LEAD AGENCIES

Council for the Welfare of 

Children

Department of the Interior and 

Local Government

Recommendations and Ways Forward
Libraries as child-friendly hubs and spaces for children
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Replication of Best Practices

At South Hurstville Library there is so

much offered that will help instill a love

of books in your child. As well as story

time for younger kids, this library also

has a dedicated after school program for

children aged 5 -10 years.

South Hurstville Library in 

Australia

Besides it’s rich archives of books and

resources, libraries also offer a variety of

programs and hold events for children and

adults. The Queenstown Public Library holds

a movie screening every fortnight on

Saturday from 4 pm to 6 pm. Before the

movie screening, children are kept engaged

in a series of short and fun games.

Queenstown Public Library in 

Singapore
The Brentwood Library stays especially

busy during the warm weather months with

its popular summer reading program.

School may not be in session that time of

year, but young minds can still stay

stimulated here with programs featuring

musicians, magicians, puppeteers, live

animals and more.

Brentwood Library in the 

United States of America

Best practices of child-friendly libraries may be replicated by 

libraries in the Philippines:

What can we do?
Lobby for the strengthening of the NLP by increasing its 

budget for resource augmentation to LGUs and other 

sub-national levels for their structural establishment of 

libraries in the country.

Advocate the establishment of mandatory libraries in the 

country; and,

Strengthen partnership of CWC and NLP in terms of 

information dissemination.



10/22/2018

19

Thank You!
Let us create a caring and 

protective society for, by, and 

with the children.


