10/22/2018

Information Literacy Programs to
Diversify Filipino Children’s Libraries
Tarie Sabido
Chair, PBBY

The Philippine Board on Books
for Young People
The PBBY is a private, nonstock,
nonprofit organization committed
to the development and promotion
of children’s literature in the
Philippines.

1

10/22/2018

The members of the PBBY represent different institutions
and sectors of the children’s book industry:
• educators

• publishers

• researchers

• booksellers

• librarians

• mass media

• book reviewers

• reading advocacy groups

• writers
• illustrators

• storytellers

• the National Library of the
Philippines

• the Cultural Center of the
Philippines
• Museo Pambata
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Contests
• The PBBY-Salanga Writer’s Prize
• The PBBY-Alcala Illustrator’s Prize
• The PBBY Wordless Book Prize

The National Children’s Book Awards
• The NCBA focuses on the whole
book -- a cultural but also physical
object that is the product of
teamwork.
• It consciously avoids rankings
because a work of art is an
individual, incomparable
achievement and cannot be
compared the way commodities
can be compared.
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National Children’s Book Day
NCBD is celebrated every third
Tuesday of July to commemorate
the anniversary of the publication
of Jose Rizal's “The Monkey and
the Turtle.”
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Please visit www.pbby.org.ph.
And follow us on Facebook!

Information Literacy
“Information literacy is the ability to think critically and make balanced
judgements about any information we find and use. It empowers us as citizens
to reach and express informed views and to engage fully with society.”
The Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals (CILIP), 2018
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The Philippines
• Over 7,000 islands
• 81 provinces grouped into 17 regions
• 110 indigenous communities
• Up to 187 languages
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The Danger of a Single Story
• “The single story creates
stereotypes, and the problem with
stereotypes is not that they are
untrue, but that they are
incomplete. They make one story
become the only story.”
• “When we reject the single story,
when we realize that there is never
a single story about any place, we
regain a kind of paradise.”
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors
“Books are sometimes windows,
offering views of worlds that may be
real or imagined, familiar or strange .
. . Literature transforms human
experience and reflects it back to us,
and in that reflection we can see our
own lives and experiences as part of
the larger human experience.
Reading, then, becomes a means of
self-affirmation, and readers often
seek their mirrors in books.”
Rudine Sims Bishop

8

10/22/2018

Diversifying Filipino Children’s Libraries
• Ask your library patrons about their hometowns and other places they have
lived, and about the languages they speak at home
• Translate children’s books into different Philippine languages (for example,
the 19 mother tongues of the new literacy curriculum)

• Purchase diverse Filipino children’s books – original and locally generated
material
• Introduce children to diverse languages through story time in multiple
languages
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Types of Bilingual Story Time
• Monolingual
• Bilingual mixed
• Back and forth (one page, one page)
• One after the other

Diversifying Filipino Children’s Libraries
• Encourage your library patrons to speak up if they cannot understand
something about a different region, culture, or language being depicted in a
book
• Use story times as jumping off points for informal storytelling sessions
during which participants can share related stories
• Arts and crafts can help reinforce the themes in stories and/or introduce
different cultural traditions
• Introduce children to diverse languages through songs in multiple languages
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Thank you!
Comments or questions?
asiaintheheart@yahoo.com
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